Approximations Planned

Cue: “Leave it”

* This cue can be taught while walking and in the home or yard


1) Hold a treat in your hand so that Star can smell it but can’t get it out
2) Extend hand to her nose and let her try to get it out of your hand
3) She might try and nibble it, scratch at it, smell it but don’t give the treat 
4) When she hesitates momentarily or turns her head away
5)  Open hand for treat and give praise
6) Repeat until she continually makes the decision to take her nose away from the food.
7) Now add the Cue “ leave it”
8) Repeat steps 1-2
9) When she starts to move her head away use the cue “ leave it”
10)  Open hand and give treat and praise
11) Repeat a number of times for her to start association with the cue and action 


* For Leash
1)    Start by walking Star on leash 
2)    As she walks if she tries to pick something up with her mouth give a small jerk on leash
3)    Say cue “leave it” 
4)    When she complies 
5)    Give treat and praise
6)    Repeat 2-5 through out the walk
7)    You can also utilize this cue if she tries to pull on the leash for another dog or animal
8)    Make sure to always reward and praise after every time she gets it right


1) Have Star sit 
2) Place a treat down on the ground 
3) Give cue “leave it”
4) When she complies
5) Praise, and give release cue “get it”
6)  Allow her to eat the treat

* The last training method with the treat on the ground, will help Star to learn impulse control.
* You can do this with toys or a ball too
* You can also throw the treat, toy or ball. Have Star sit, stay,then say the cue “ leave it” as you throw the object 
[bookmark: _GoBack]* When she complies prise her and give the release cue “get it” let her eat or get the toy/ball.

